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Upcoming Events: 
 
September 4—Early Dismissal 12:35 p.m.  
September 7—Labor Day/No School  
September 8—Bully Free Kick-Off Event—6:30 p.m.  
September 15—Fall Pictures-School Uniform must be worn 
September 21—Children’s Hospital “Boo at the Zoo” Fundraiser begins 

     Welcome Back, we hope everyone had a nice Mardi Gras break! During the month of February, our faculty and stu-
dents enjoyed several events that were both entertaining and educational.  Our NES family was amazed by the tremen-
dous level of talent displayed by Norco Elementary School, Harry Hurst Middle School, and Destrehan High School 
students at our Black History program, and we all had a blast at our Krewe de Eagles Mardi Gras parade.  In addition, 
our community rallied together to participate in our World’s Finest Chocolate fundraiser providing support for our Stu-
dent Appreciation week.  Our students continued to soar by demonstrating positive quality traits through our “Caught 
You Being Kind” and Student of the Month recognition programs.  As the 3rd quarter comes to a close, we are continu-
ously impressed by not only our students’ academic skills but also their positive characters traits that will take them far 
in life.  At the end of announcements each morning I often state Gandhi’s quote “Be the change you wish to see in the 
world.”  Our students truly have embraced this practice and prove to go above and beyond with actions of kindness, 
empathy, respect, and a genuine caring for others. 
 
     We still have several opportunities to celebrate our students before the year ends.  Please make sure you refer to the 
weekly parent events sent home every Friday through Connect Ed.  This list provides you with a reminder of the up-
coming events at NES.  In addition, Twitter provides you opportunities to see all of the exceptional activities at Norco 
Elementary School.  We would love for you to follow us @SCPPS_NES.   We are currently selling yearbooks to help 
you capture all of these moments and a form was sent home with your child this week if you are interested.  Over the 
next few months, our 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students will participate in the Louisiana Educational Assessment Program, 
also known as LEAP testing.  Although our students are fully prepared, your support in ensuring that your child gets a 
good night’s sleep, eats a healthy breakfast, and reports to school on time is greatly appreciated.  Please don’t hesitate to 
contact your child’s teacher or an administrator if you have any questions.   
 
     We truly appreciate the continuous support from our community and families.  We know that your child’s nature 
begins with his or her exposure to positive experiences at home.  Thank you for sharing your children with us and trust-
ing us as we help them shine.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Shannon Diodene, Principal   

March 2nd Classes Resume 

March 4th Box Tops Dress Down Day 

March 13th Early Dismissal/Breakfast with a 
Buddy (PreK, K, and 5th grade) 

March 20th End of 3rd Quarter 

March 25th 3rd Quarter Eagles Excellence/
Student of the Month Breakfast 

March 27th Early Dismissal 

March 30th Report Cards sent home 

March 18th  Read 100 Celebration-3rd  
Grade at DHS 

April 2nd Easter Bunny Pictures / Spring 
Attire 

April 9th Concessions 

April 10th-17th  Easter Holiday/Spring Break 

April 20th 4th quarter progress reports sent 
home  

April 23rd Young Author’s Celebration @ 
6:00 pm 

April 24th Student of the Month Breakfast 
(CO) 

April 8th Box Top Dress Down Day  
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Parents/Guardians/Visitors, 
Each time you enter the school, 
you will be asked to present a 
valid state-issued ID.  Everyone 
needs to check in to the main  
office once you are on campus.   
At Car Rider pickup you will be 
asked for a picture ID as well.  
 

Attendance Requirements: 
ELEMENTARY students shall be in attendance a minimum of 
167 days a school  year.  Students may only be absent 10 days.  
ELEMENTARY students who accrue more than 10 absences 
will NOT be eligible for promotion.  Extenuating circumstanc-
es may apply.  For more information, please refer to the 2019-
2020 Student Code of Conduct District Handbook. 

 
Reminder: You may monitor your child’s 

progress on a regular basis through 
PowerSchool. Please contact the office if 

you have not yet created an account.  
The portal is unavailable  

each Wednesday evening beginning at 
approximately 8:30 pm due to scheduled 

maintenance. 

KINDERGARTEN  
REGISTRATION  

Registration for kindergarten students 
in St. Charles Parish Public Schools 

will be held Monday, March 16 through 
Friday, March 20, 2020, for students 

who will be five years old by  
September 30, 2020.  

  
Registration will be held each day from  

9 a.m.-12 noon.   Please contact the 
school for additional information or any 

questions. 

5th Grade (Computer Based Testing) 

Date Test/Session 

3/31 ELA-Session 1 

4/1 ELA-Sessions 2 and 3 

4/2 Science-Sessions 1 and 2 

4/6 Math-Sessions 1 and 2 

4/7 Math-Session 3 

4/21 Social Studies-Sessions 1 and 2 

4/22 Social Studies-Session 3 

3rd and 4th Grade (Paper Based Testing) 

Date Test/Session 

4/27 ELA-Session 1/Math-Session 1 

4/28 ELA-Session 2/Math-Session 2 

4/29 ELA-Session 3/Math-Session 3 

4/30 Science-Sessions 1 and 2 

5/1 Social Studies-Sessions 1 and 2 

Pictured right: Mrs. 
Diodene visited and 
read to Mrs. Burst’s  
Kindergarten class.  
The students were 
learning about farm  
animals/sheep.  
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March is National Music In Our Schools Month!  Check out some things happening on 
#MIOSM. 
 
“The world's most famous and popular language is music.”  ~Psy 
 
People are always impressed with the ability of a successful child.  Parents, the Three D’s 
of Success are a must; Desire, Discipline and Dedication.   
 
Arts Awareness Fest is quickly approaching.  Those that chose to participate should be prac-
ticing. 
 
The NES Band Web Site -  https://www.stcharles.k12.la.us/Page/2106 

BICYCLE SAFETY  
 
Wearing bicycle helmets are the # 1 way to prevent brain related injuries and fatalities caused 

during a bike crash. The helmet worn should be age-appropriate, fit properly, and be worn during all bicycle 
riding activities.  

 
Some helmets have removable padding that can be adjusted to get the best fit.  With the helmet on, your child’s eyes 

should be clearly visible, and make sure he or she can see straight-forward and side-to-side. The side straps of the helmet 
should make a “V” shape under, and slightly in front of the rider’s ears. Also, the chin strap should be centered snuggly under the 
skin with no more than one or two fingers fitting between chin and strap. 

 
Fluorescent clothing is best during the day time to make one more visible to a driver from a distance, and at night time 

retro-reflective clothing can be worn. Any added active lighting such as front white lights, rear red lights, or other lighting on the 
bicycle or bicyclist can also help in make the bicyclist more visible.       

 
 Information obtained from:  h ps://www.cdc.gov/motorvehiclesafety/bicycle/index.html 

    
     Gaming has increased in popularity with elementary-aged students in past years. Parental involvement is 
critical to make sure your child is gaming safely. Become aware of safety features that may be available on 
the equipment your child uses. Keep consoles in locations that you can supervise and monitor easily and 
often. Reiterate to your child how important it is that he/she does not share any personal information with 
other gamers and to always ask before inputting any sort of payment information (credit cards, etc). You and 
your child should come up with rules and expectations for gaming: when it will be allowed, how long he/she 
has to play, and which games are permissible. Do not be afraid to have open discussions with your child 
about gaming and general internet use. NetSmartz is a good resource for more information on this topic.  
 
School counselors, Jennie Hermann and Stacey Noel 
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Literacy begins at home!  It’s never too early to 
begin reading to your child. The time spent read-
ing aloud will create feelings of togetherness and 
closeness.  Here are some helpful hints for reading 
aloud with your child at home: 
 Make reading aloud part of the daily routine. 
 Be physically close to your child as you read.  

Cuddle up! 
 Get into the characters of the story. Alter your 

voice to fit each character. 
 Read and reread the same book. Look for pic-

ture clues and details. 
 Have your child make predictions about the 

book before you begin reading. 
 Ask questions during the story: who, what, 

where, why, and how. 
 Check to see if your child can retell the story 

with a beginning, middle, and end. 
Kindergarten Registration will take place March 16
-20, 2020 from 9:00 a.m.-12 noon each day in the 

office located in Building C.  

 
 
     

    Welcome to March!  This is the season when children 
are excited to be outside and there is so much to do and 
see with the changing season.  In class, we are busy 
practicing becoming fluent readers by practicing various 
reading strategies and reviewing and learning tricky 
words.  Continue to go over tricky and decodable words 
at home to help your child become a confident reader.  
We are excited about beginning a new unit in reading.  
Students will be learning about different Native American 
tribes and the ways they lived long ago.  In math, we 
are continuing to work with adding and subtracting with 
totals to 10.  The students will be working on how to 
compose and decompose these numbers and how to 
solve story problems.  As a reminder, on March 13th is 
our Breakfast with a Buddy day.  We hope to see you 
then. 

   It’s amazing to see how far the students have come so far 
this school year! We are working on the Astronomy domain in 
Knowledge. The stories we are reading are non-fiction to teach 
us facts about the Earth, stars, and outer space. As a reader, 
your child should be familiar with the following vowel teams: 
ee, a_e, i_e, o_e, u_e, oo, ou, oi, aw, er, ar, and or.- This will 
help students in both reading and writing. We are also working 
on reading two syllable words. Students are working on opin-
ion writings. They need to introduce the topic, state opinion, 
give a reason, and provide some sense of closure. In math 
students are learning about place value using tens and ones, 
comparing numbers using symbols, and addition strategies to 
help efficiently solve problems within 40. 

In social studies, fifth graders will be 
learning about the impact of coloniza-
tion on the Americas and European 
nations. They will examine how inter-
dependence resulted in transatlantic 
trade among the colonies, Europe 

and West Africa. They will also analyze British motivations to 
control trade and the colonists’ resistance to that control.  
In ElA, we are continuing the unit “Making of a Scientist.” Stu-
dents will continue to analyze nonfiction texts for various pur-
poses. They will also engage in book clubs to deepen com-
prehension of The Templeton Twins. Our 5th grade mathema-
ticians have been busy with fractions in Module 4 and prepar-
ing for the upcoming LEAP Assessment. 
Our 5th grade scientists have been busy studying factors that 
may have contributed to the Dust Bowl. 

 
      
     The weather is changing, the days are getting longer, and the full sched-
ule of spring sports has begun.  We appreciate your continued support as 
we enter into this busy time of the year. 
      In Reading, we are beginning our final unit of study which is a nonfiction 
text titled The War of 1812.  This is a very challenging unit, but the students 
enjoy learning about this important part of our history.  There are some 
significant changes with this unit.  Our weekly spelling words will increase 
from 15 to 20 words.  Second grade students will be expected to read and 
answer questions about nonfiction text throughout this unit.  Your student 
will continue develop his/her understanding of nonfiction text and the use of 
a variety of text features, as well as asking and answering questions, and 
gaining information from the text.  We strongly encourage you to get your 
child a library card, so that they can explore all genres of text.    
     The beginning of March brings the end of Math Module 6.  We will begin 
Math Module 7 Problem Solving with Length, Money, and Data.  This is a 
CRITICAL module with a strong focus on WORD PROBLEMS. We will be 
working with students to develop the ability to read, understand, and solve 
word problems.  It is important that students complete their math homework 
nightly as they work through this unit since word problems and solutions can 
be presented in a variety of ways. 
     Finally, students will be demonstrating their ability to choose topics, gath-
er information, and compose nonfiction text pieces about their topic of 
choice.  This is a very important unit as it begins to prepare them for writing 
reports in the upper grades and allows them to explore topics through the 
use of technology. 
     As always, thank you for your support and cooperation.  If you have any 
questions, feel free to contact your child’s teacher.   
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     Happy March! In ELA, the 4th graders 
at NES are diving into their final ELA 
Guidebook unit, The Whipping Boy. The 
students recently completed their Exten-
sion Task projects, which they will be pre-
senting throughout the unit. The purpose 
of this project is to gain background information in order to 
better understand the Middle Ages. This time period is the 
setting of the novel. We will begin reading The Whipping Boy 
this week. Throughout the unit, we will focus on character 
development and theme. As the final writing task, the 4th 
graders will be responsible for answering the following ques-
tion: How do Jemmy and Prince Brat and their relationship 
change throughout the course of The Whipping Boy? What is 
a theme of the novel? Please refer to the parent guide that 
was sent home for more detailed information focusing on 
The Whipping Boy Unit.  In Social Studies, We are progress-
ing in Unit 4: Westward Expansion. Our focus question of 
this unit is: What are the causes and effects of Migration? 
Please understand the importance of reviewing all notes in 
their study binder nightly. Our mathematicians are currently 
moving right along in Module 5, and will continue to focus on 
mixed numbers and fractions. Please review math multiplica-
tion facts nightly and make sure your child is completing 
their assigned homework. In science, we are excited to be 
investigating Sense and Response, while focusing on the 
question how do elephant’s sense rainstorms from more 
than 100 miles away? This week, students will begin to focus 
on how animals respond to their environment.  Please dis-
cuss with your child about their daily learning! If you have 
any questions or concerns, please communicate through 
their planner, email, or school phone. We truly appreciate 
your continuous support this year! 
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In ELA (English Language Arts) we are in 

the midst of our third unit: Because of Winn-
Dixie.  Students are expressing their understanding 
by explaining how characters change throughout 
Because of Winn-Dixie based on the interactions/
relationships formed throughout the book. Stu-
dents are also engaging in independent reading of 
texts based on similar themes to further develop 
their understanding.      

In Social Studies, we will begin our last 
unit on Louisiana’s future. This unit will focus on 
Louisiana’s economy, challenges, and our unique 
cultural identity. We will start by investigating 
what an economy is and the role Louisiana plays 
in our country’s economy. We will also continue 
to review test-taking strategies to get ready for 
LEAP 2025. 

Is it really March already?  Mathematicians 
will finish up with Module 5 early this month.  I’m 
sure everyone has learned a lot about fraction 
models and fractions on the number line. We will 
begin Module 6 which is all about collecting and 
displaying data. We are going to draw scaled pic-
ture graphs and bar graphs to represent categorical 
data.  In addition, students will solve one- and two
-step word problems using the information pre-
sented in the graphs.   

In Science we will continue Module 3: 
Traits. We will discover how traits of an individual 
organism can provide advantages for survival and 
reproduction. In the fourth quarter, we will move 
on to Module 4: Force and Motion.  

KEYBOARDING 
Please continue to allow your child to show you what they have learned on your home computer especially if 
he/she is behind on lessons in class.  This is a great way for them to practice their newly acquired keyboard-
ing skills and build confidence.  Students can access typing activities from my web page. 
 
 In the URL bar type in St. Charles Parish Schools 
 Go to Our Schools on the top left corner  of the page  
 Click on Norco Elementary 
 This will bring you to the School website 
 Click on Faculty  
 Look under S 
 You are looking for Catherine’s Schexnayder’s site 
 On the left side of the page click on Interesting Web Resources  
 Students will click on the http address: https://www.symbaloo.com/mix/cschexnayder 
 This will bring you to my webmix with Typing Activities-Typing.com 
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How Can You Support Your Child’s Learning at Home: 
 

Demonstrate a positive attitude about education to your children. 
What we say and do in our daily lives can help them to develop positive attitudes toward school and learning and to 
build confidence in themselves as learners. Showing our children that we both value education and use it in our daily 
lives provides them with powerful models and contributes greatly to their success in school.  
In addition, by showing interest in their children's education, parents and families can spark enthusiasm in them and 
lead them to a very important understanding-that learning can be enjoyable as well as rewarding and is well worth the 
effort required. 
 

Monitor your child's television, video game, and Internet use. 
American children on average spend far more time watching TV, playing video games and using the Internet than 
they do completing homework or other school-related activities. 
 

Encourage your child to read. 
Helping your child become a reader is the single most important thing that you can do to help the child to succeed in 
school-and in life. The importance of reading simply can't be overstated. Reading helps children in all school subjects. 
More important, it is the key to lifelong learning. 
 

Talk with your child. 
Talking and listening play major roles in children's school success. It's through hearing parents and family members 
talk and through responding to that talk that young children begin to pick up the language skills they will need if they 
are to do well. For example, children who don't hear a lot of talk and who aren't encouraged to talk themselves often 
have problems learning to read, which can lead to other school problems. In addition, children who haven't learned to 
listen carefully often have trouble following directions and paying attention in class. It's also important for you to 
show your child that you're interested in what he has to say. 
 

Encourage your child to use the library. 
Libraries are places of learning and discovery for everyone. Helping your child find out about libraries will set him on 
the road to being an independent learner. Remember that libraries also offer a quiet place for students to complete 
homework, and are often open in the evening. 
 

Encourage your child to be responsible and work independently. 
Taking responsibility and working independently are important qualities for school success. You can help your child 
to develop these qualities by establish reasonable rules that you enforce consistently, making it clear to your child that 
he has to take responsibility for what he does, both at home and at school, showing your child how to break a job 
down into small steps, and monitor what your child does after school, in the evenings and on weekends. If you can't 
be there when your child gets home, give her the responsibility of checking in with you by phone to discuss her plans. 
 

Encourage active learning.  
      Children need active learning as well as quiet learning such as reading and doing homework. Active learning involves 

asking and answering questions, solving problems and exploring interests. Active learning also can take place when 
your child plays sports, spends time with friends, acts in a school play, plays a musical instrument or visits museums 
and bookstores. To promote active learning, listen to your child's ideas and respond to them. Let him jump in with 
questions and opinions when you read books together. When you encourage this type of give-and-take at home, your 
child's participation and interest in school is likely to increase. 

Norco Elementary Family Center                                      
Together We Can Make a Difference 
   
Lacey Powers: lpowers@stcharles.k12.la.us 
Phone: (985) 764‐8933 
Hours: 8:30am – 3:00pm 
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Norco Elementary Family Center                                      
Together We Can Make a Difference 
   
Lacey Powers: lpowers@stcharles.k12.la.us 
Phone: (985) 764‐8933 
Hours: 8:30am – 3:00pm 

 

Fomente el aprendizaje de su hijo en la casa 
 

Demuestre una actitud positiva con respeto a la educación. Lo que decimos y hacemos en nuestras 
vidas diarias les puede ayudar a desarrollar actitudes positivas hacia la escuela y el aprendizaje, y a 
desarrollar la confianza en sí mismos como estudiantes. Al demostrarles que valoramos la educación y 
utilizamos nuestro conocimiento en la vida cotidiana, les damos un ejemplo muy poderoso a seguir, lo 
cual contribuye mucho a su éxito en la escuela. 

 
Aliente a su niño a leer. Lo más importante que usted puede hacer para ayudarle a su niño a tener éxito en 

la escuela-y en la vida-es ayudarle a leer. No podemos enfatizar demasiado la importancia de la lec-
tura. La lectura ayuda a los niños a superarse en todas sus materias. Más aún, es la clave para el apren-
dizaje de toda la vida. 

 
Hable con su niño. Hablar y escuchar cuidadosamente son dos destrezas que juegan un papel muy im-

portante en el éxito escolar de su niño. Los niños pequeños aprenden las destrezas del lenguaje que 
necesitarán para tener éxito aprendiendo a leer a través de lo que escuchan a sus padres decir, las char-
las entre los miembros de su familia y cómo son alentados a responder. Por ejemplo, los niños que no 
escuchan mucha conversación o a quienes no se les alienta a hablar y participar, suelen tener prob-
lemas al aprender a leer, lo cual puede causarles retrasos en su desarrollo escolar. Además, los niños 
que no han aprendido a escuchar con cuidado frecuentemente tienen problemas siguiendo instruc-
ciones o prestando atención en clase. También es muy importante que usted le demuestre que le in-
teresa lo que el niño dice y piensa. 

 
Anímelo a usar la biblioteca. Las bibliotecas son lugares de aprendizaje y descubrimiento para todos. Al 

ayudar a su niño a descubrir la biblioteca usted lo iniciará en un camino seguro hacia el aprendizaje 
independiente. Las bibliotecas también tienen un gran número de recursos para estudiantes de todas las 
edades, como material de referencia, computadoras y muchos tipos de libros, ¡sin mencionar que ofre-
cen un lugar tranquilo para estudiar y hacer la tarea! Servicios de la biblioteca para niños de edad esco-
lar describe los servicios que las bibliotecas ofrecen a los estudiantes. 

 
Aliente a su niño a ser responsable y trabajar independientemente. Tomar mayor responsabilidad y 

trabajar independientemente son cualidades importantes para el éxito escolar. Fomente la responsi-
bilidad, la independencia, y el aprendizaje activo ofrece algunas sugerencias para ayudar a su niño a 
desarrollar estas cualidades. 

 
Fomente el aprendizaje activo. Los niños necesitan participar en actividades de aprendizaje activo al 

igual que en actividades de aprendizaje independiente como leer o hacer tarea. El aprendizaje activo 
incluye hacer y responder a preguntas, resolver problemas y explorar intereses. El aprendizaje activo 
también se realiza cuando su niño participa en actividades deportivas, juega con sus amigos, actúa en 
una obra de teatro de la escuela, toca un instrumento musical o visita museos y librerías. Para promov-
er el aprendizaje activo, pida que su niño comparta sus ideas con usted y respóndale. 
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SCPPS PARENT SURVEY  
 
St. Charles Parish and Norco Elementary School are always looking for opportu-
nities to improve and we would love to hear your voice on what we are doing well 
and what we can improve on.  Please take a few moments between March 9th 
and March 20th to complete the SCPPS Stakeholder Survey. 
 
Two-way communication and feedback are important to our schools and the dis-
trict as we identify opportunities to improve.  Parents are being asked to partici-
pate in a survey between March 9-20 as one method of gaining feedback from all 
stakeholders.  The survey results will enable our school leaders to identify areas 
of improvement focused on student achievement and school and district effec-
tiveness. 

 
The online parent survey can 
be accessed at https://
eprovesurveys.advanc-
ed.org/surveys/#/
action/128236/p1814. 

 
 
 

 
Please contact the School Board Office’s Technology Help 
Desk at 985-785-3126 with any questions you may have.  

Your cooperation and support in completing the  
survey will be greatly appreciated!” 

Our 3rd annual Krewe de 
Eagles parade was enjoyed by 
all on the Friday before Mardi 
Gras break.  
 
Mrs. Wilson’s PK4 class also 
enjoyed decorating king cakes 
in the cafeteria.  

During P.E., the 
second graders 
were able to tour 
the cafeteria and 
enjoy a treat from 
cafeteria manager, 
Pattie Rico.  
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